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SUB J : FAMINE IN NIGER AND REQUEST FOR NATO NATIONS' HELP 

1. AT THE WEEKLY LUNCHEON MEETING OF NATO AMBASSADORS, SECRETARY 
GENERAL LUNS SAID THE AMBASSADOR OF NIGER HAD CALLED ON HIM TO ASK 
ASSISTANCE IN DISTRIBUTING FOOD TO DROUGHT VICTIMS. THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID THE PRESIDENT OF NIGER HAD CALLED HIM AND IN POIGNANT TERMS 
DESCRIBED A VISIT TO THE NORTH OF THE COUNTRY WHERE CHILDREN 

ARE DYING BY THE HUNDREDS. 

2. NIGER HAD RECEIVED 300 TONS OF POWDERED MILK FROM THE EC, WHICH 
MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE COUNTRY SOON, BUT NIGER LACKED THE AIRLIFT. 
THE AMBASSADOR KNEW NATO AS SUCH HAD NO AIRCRAFT, BUT ASKED LUNS TO 
TRANSMIT THE REQUEST FOR HELP THROUGH THE FIFTEEN AMBASSADORS TO 
THEIR GOVERNMENTS. 

3. COMMENT: I AM GENERALLY AWARE OF INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO AID 
IN THE SAHELIAN DROUGHT, AND OF THE U.S. CONTRIBUTION. LUNS 

SAID IT WOULD BE GOOD FOR NATO NATIONS TO BE HELPFUL IN THIS 
SPECIFIC INSTANCE, HOWEVER, AND I TRANSMIT THE NIGER REQUEST. 
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